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OverviewOverview
Changes w/ Compliance datesChanges w/ Compliance dates
revisionsrevisions
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Design of SignsDesign of Signs

More than
4 Characters
should not be used
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Design of SignsDesign of Signs



NCDOTNCDOT North CarolinaNorth Carolina

Design of SignsDesign of Signs
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Design of SignsDesign of Signs

When intended for viewing only by:
- pedestrians

- bicyclists

- parked vehicles

- drivers on low-speed roadways where
engineering judgment indicates drivers can
reasonably safely stop out of traffic flow to
read the message
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RetroreflectivityRetroreflectivity and and
IlluminationIllumination

  RetroreflectiveRetroreflective
strip on sign poststrip on sign post
(OPTION for(OPTION for
regulatory andregulatory and
warning signs)warning signs)
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YOURYOUR
SPEEDSPEED

New RegulatoryNew Regulatory
SignsSigns
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In-Street
Ped SignsFor Midblock

X-Walk

10 yr phase-in

New RegulatoryNew Regulatory
SignsSigns
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New RegulatoryNew Regulatory
SignsSigns

Replaced
by new
WARNING
sign
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LegislationLegislation
§ 136-33.2.  Signs marking beginning and ending of speed
       zones.
  Whenever speed zones are established by any agency of the
State having authority to establish such speed zones, there
shall be erected or posted a sign of adequate size at the
beginning point of such speed zone designating the zone and the
speed limit to be observed therein, and there shall be erected
or posted at the end of such speed zone an adequate sign
indicating the end of such speed zone which sign shall also
indicate such different speed limit as may then be observed.
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Legislation, continuedLegislation, continued

At least 600 feet in advance of the beginning of any speed
zone established by any agency of the State authorized to
establish the same, there shall be erected a sign of adequate
size which shall bear the legend "Reduce Speed Ahead." (1955, c.
647.)
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Other ComplianceOther Compliance
Periods for RegulatoryPeriods for Regulatory

SignsSigns
Increased sign sizes of someIncreased sign sizes of some
Regulatory Signs (see TableRegulatory Signs (see Table
2B-1) - 10 2B-1) - 10 yrsyrs
Other than a DO NOT ENTEROther than a DO NOT ENTER
sign, no signs should besign, no signs should be
mounted on back of STOPmounted on back of STOP
signs - 10 signs - 10 yrsyrs
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Other ComplianceOther Compliance
Periods for RegulatoryPeriods for Regulatory

SignsSigns
Other than a DO NOT ENTEROther than a DO NOT ENTER
sign, no signs should besign, no signs should be
mounted on back of YIELDmounted on back of YIELD
signs - 10signs - 10 yrs yrs
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New Warning SignsNew Warning Signs

10 10 yryr
phase-inphase-in

15 15 yryr
phase-inphase-in

15 15 yryr
phase-inphase-in

10 10 yryr
phase-inphase-in
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New Warning SignsNew Warning Signs

10 10 yryr
phase-inphase-in
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Other ComplianceOther Compliance
Periods for WarningPeriods for Warning

SignsSigns
Increased sign sizes of W10-1Increased sign sizes of W10-1
advanced grade crossing signadvanced grade crossing sign
- 10 - 10 yrsyrs
Elimination of W5-2a narrowElimination of W5-2a narrow
bridge symbol signs - 10 bridge symbol signs - 10 yrsyrs
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Guide SigningGuide Signing

Optional
Color

Coding of
Multiple

Destinations
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Street Name SignsStreet Name Signs

Corner-mounted

Min. 8” Legend Size
for multilane streets

w/ speed limit
> 40 mph

Overhead Mounted
Min. 12” Legend Size

• Compliance period of 15 years
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Advance StreetAdvance Street
Name SignsName Signs

New Section inNew Section in
MUTCDMUTCD
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Optional Advisory SpeedOptional Advisory Speed
with Exit Gore Signwith Exit Gore Sign
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Signing ofSigning of
ApproachesApproaches

andand
ConnectingConnecting
RoadwaysRoadways
 Advance Advance
information oninformation on
what lane to be inwhat lane to be in
to enter freewayto enter freeway
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Guide SigningGuide Signing

Enhanced
Reference

Location Signs
(Mileposts)
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High Occupancy VehicleHigh Occupancy Vehicle
Lane SigningLane Signing
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Evacuation RouteEvacuation Route
SigningSigning

EM-1EM-1

HURRICANE is anHURRICANE is an
example of one typeexample of one type
of evacuation route.of evacuation route.
Legends for otherLegends for other
types may also betypes may also be
used, or this line ofused, or this line of
text may be omittedtext may be omitted



NCDOTNCDOT North CarolinaNorth Carolina

Proposed RevisionsProposed Revisions
Pharmacy signs (Pharmacy signs (effeff. July 21,. July 21,
20042004
Retroreflectivity Retroreflectivity (comment(comment
period ends October 28, 2004)period ends October 28, 2004)
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QUESTIONS?QUESTIONS?
Ron King, P.E.Ron King, P.E.
State Signing EngineerState Signing Engineer
Phone:  (919) 250-4143Phone:  (919) 250-4143
email:  ronking@dot.state.nc.usemail:  ronking@dot.state.nc.us
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